
VUFC Evaluations for incoming U11 players 
for the 2021-22 season
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Local soccer governing structure



*League structure

BC Soccer HPP

Whitecaps MLS and 
pre-MLS Academy 

(boys) & REX (girls)

 BCSPL

Elite

Vancouver “Clubs” (eg. VUFC)

VYSA (the “District”)

BCCSL (the “League”)

Div 1
Div 2
Div 3

Grassroots / Recreational



Whitecaps
Academies (<1%)

BCSPL (~2-4%)

Metro only 2008 to 2004  (~8%)

Division 1, 2 and 3** (~88%)

Pyramid of play

Elite*
Recreational*

*As defined by BCSA

**Typically at VUFC, 15-25% play Div 1, 35-40% Div 2 and 40-55% Div 3; 
skews more to Div 2 and Div 3 at U11 and U12



*Leagues by age
Age Group Division League Governing Body Game Format

  U11 & U12 Boys

Div 1
BCCSL BCCSL

8 a sideDiv 2

Div 3 VYSA TBD

  U11 & U12 Girls

Div 1
BCCSL BCCSL

8 a sideDiv 2

Div 3 VYSA VYSA

  U13-18 Boys

*BCSPL 2008/2009

BCSPL/BCCSL BCSPL/BCCSL 11 a side
*Metro(U14-18 only)

Div 1

Div 2

Div 3

  U13-18 Girls

*BCSPL 2008/2009

BCSPL/BCCSL BCSPL/BCCSL 11 a side

*Metro(U14-18only)

Div 1

Div 2
Div 3



Guiding principles of VUFC Evaluations
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Objective of VUFC Evaluations
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Structure of VUFC Evaluations



*New for this year
 

1. We are considering a player pool selection of 40-44 Boys and 20-24 Girls for VanU Plus Division 1 teams. The players 
will be assigned along with volunteer coaches candidates in late April when we have a better idea of balanced teams 
through play.  (There may be a possibility that we complete the process in late March or early April)

2.   Once coaches are selected for our teams they will have substantial input on the number of players on their team but the 
club, via the TD will have final say on roster sizes both at the Team Formation Meetings and then through the 
spring/summer and into the regular season.
 

3.   Players arriving into Vancouver once teams have been selected will be placed to the best of our ability. For most age 
groups and levels this will likely mean this will not happen until either close to the start of the season or once the season 
has started. There will be no rebate on registration fees, including any ‘Early Bird’ options, for players placed on teams on 
or before September 30 due to the considerable amount of work by both administrative and technical staff to individually 
assess, place and register players once teams affiliation forms have gone into the District.
 

4.   No player requiring an International Transfer Certificate (ITC) will be registered, assessed or placed on a team until the 
family has completed the process and provided the approved form to the VUFC Registrar. Note that VUFC has no role in 
this process and families have full responsibility for its completion. We have posted information on the ITC here: 
https://vancouverunitedfc.com/en-ca/vancouver-united-home/registration/international-transfer-certificate

5.   BCCSL has now eliminated the Metro Division and has gone to a Division 1, 2 & 3 structure. To be eligible to participate in 
Division 1 your Club needs to have it’s BC Soccer Charter membership in good standing.  All Metro teams 2008 to 2004 
will be grandfathered and continue to play in that Division until they graduate through U18. 

  
 

https://vancouverunitedfc.com/en-ca/vancouver-united-home/registration/international-transfer-certificate
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Role of parents
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Phase 3: where do players start?

● For U11 Evaluations, you request to be considered for a level of play when you register for 
the Phase 3 evaluations

● Those requests are evaluated by cross-referencing Phase 1 & 2 scores

● Invites are sent to those that a reasonable chance of making the level requested.

● Those not invited are given the opportunity to come to an extra session that precedes the 
Div 1 or Div 2 sessions if they feel strongly they should still be considered

● Players that show well at that session will be invited to the Div 1 or 2 session they 
requested

● Keep in mind that in recent years, about half our players play on Div 3 teams at U11



Myths of VUFC Evaluations ☺
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Myths of VUFC Evaluations, p.2



Coach selection for U11 teams
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U11 Friday +  team training program
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U11 VanU Plus Program 
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Things to consider when requesting a 
level of play

• Level of play (desire to play at highest level)
• Coaching (desire to have quality coaching)
• Personal enjoyment (ensuring soccer experience is fun)
• Opportunity to travel (tournaments, development trips)
• Opportunity to be considered for representative teams (Province, National)
• Ability to play with friends (social considerations)

Family considerations:

• Time commitment (ability to play other sports or family activities)
• Financial commitment (higher levels generally more expensive)
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More perspective
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Important considerations

Some of the previous questions need to be answered from an adult 
perspective but for others the only perspective that's important is the 
player’s. Recognize which is which.

Important question: How will my son/daughter handle it if they tryout and 
don't make the team?

Equally important question: How will my son/daughter handle it if they 
tryout and they do make the team?



Questions?


